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public affairs with De Thou. There he listened,
silently and no doubt smilingly, to Pasquier as
he pointed out the atrocious Gasconisms of the
language of the Essays; the critic was confident
that he had made an impression, but the Gascon-
isms reappear in the posthumous text, although
the author had made careful preparations for the
edition which he did not live to superintend.
There, too, he conversed with the King's geogra-
pher, De Laval, and it has been plausibly con-
jectured that certain annotations made by Laval
upon the Essays may contain traces of the con-
versations at Blois.

The assassination of Guise, during the session
of the States General at Blois, was avenged before
many months by the assassination of the French
King, who had distributed the daggers to his mur-
derers. In August, 1589, the King of Navarre
became the King of France, though not as yet
with an undisputed title. Montaigne had returned
to Bordeaux before the startling event of the pre-
ceding Christmas-tide. The vigorous rule of
Matignon, shown in his expulsion of the Jesuits
from the city, had preserved Bordeaux from the
domination of the League. We cannot doubt that
Montaigne was hopeful that the poor vessel,
France, would at length right herself under the
steerage of so skilful and prudent a helmsman as
Henri IV. Three days after the battle of Coutras,scussed
